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Jared Ruttenberg

P lettenberg Bay may be 
known for its pristine 
beaches and matchless 
natural beauty, but a 
handful of wine farms 

are quickly proving that this part 
of the world has a hidden gem 
worth sharing. Fourteen emerging 
vineyards contribute to a boutique 
winelands offering in South Af-
rica’s Garden Route. Three friends 
and I were off for an immersive 
experience, intent on tasting our 
way through four wine farms, also 
checking out accommodation op-
tions in the area.

Where to Wine
Bramon Wine Estate
It all began 18 years ago at Bra-
mon. Peter Thorpe Began planted 
a vineyard because his wife had a 
penchant for bubbly and he hoped 
the vines would keep her happy. 
Almost two decades later, it’s more 
than just his wife who is happy; 
many others are also devoted 
fans. 

Wine is artfully made under the 
careful direction of winemaker 
Anton Smal. The farm was the 
first to produce a Sauvignon Blanc 
MCC in South Africa and now the 
award-winning bubbly is comple-
mented with a noteworthy Char-
donnay. The Sauvignon Blanc was 
a pleasant surprise, with unusual 
but welcoming acidity and fruit 
balance.

You’ll likely stay for lunch. The 
restaurant provides a mouth-wa-
tering menu to accompany your 

tasting and several tables are lo-
cated in between the vines for  pri-
vate natural dining.

Lodestone Wine
Having holidayed in Plett for 30 
years, Jon Tonkin finally realised 
his dream of farming and regales 
his Plett wine journey with a hint 
of pride in his eyes. The fruit of his 
labour is now a beautiful working 
farm, where vineyards and olive 
orchards are joined by honeybush 
and protea fields. 

I was impressed with both their 
Stonechat (the beautifully pre-
sented Pinot Noir/Chardonnay 
MCC) and crisp and elegant white 
Bordeaux (Sauvignon Blanc/Semi-
llon) blend. We were treated to the 
first vintage of a Pinot Noir, which 
shows promise and is sure to be a 
favourite in years to come.

Another feature of Lodestone is 
their olive oil production: current-
ly 280 litres per annum but work-
ing towards 1 000 litres. 

The restaurant offers a full 
menu in season and platters out 
of season with picture-perfect 
views.

Newstead Wines
While on vacation in New Zealand, 
Doug and Sue Lund fell in love with 
the wine regions of the North Is-
land. The desire soon grew to start 
something similar in South Africa. 
Fascinatingly, the lushly verdant 
environs of the Garden Route, par-
ticularly the Crags where these 
farms are located, was the perfect 
place. Their vines were planted in 
2008, with the first bottled harvest 
in 2012.

The wine was sold out in the 
first year with the Sauvignon 
Blanc achieved Michaelangelo 
double gold.

The Méthode Cap Classique 
Brut is a showstopper and I was 
taken aback by the beautifully bal-
anced Chardonnay. If you’re lucky 
enough, you’ll also get hold of the 
Pinot Noir before it’s sold out. 

Plush decor and well-designed 
spaces abound in the tasting room 
and restaurant. With a back-
ground in food technology Sue 
soon gave the farm the gourmet 
reputation it now enjoys.

Kay & Monty Vineyards
Also a fairly new farm, the first 

LODESTONE: Vine-
yards, olive orchards 
and flower farms.

A gem of a find

Enjoy the 
bouquet
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harvest was in 2012 and the tasting 
room is barely a year old.

Even though it was the quieter 
winter season, the enthusiastic 
staff, delicious wines and roaring 
fire kept us entertained. In fact, 
the lively music even had some of 
us dancing – we could just imagine 
the ambiance at weddings.

Kay & Monty’s MCC is affection-
ately dubbed Champu, English 
slang for bubbly, and you’d be wise 
to leave with a bottle in hand.

Where to Stay
The Old Rectory
It’s barely a year old, but is sure to 
become one of the most popular 
Garden Route hotels. 

Newstead Polo Cottages
If you choose to stay on one of the 
farms, Newstead has converted 
Polo cottages, offering luxury lodg-
ing in two spacious units.

Bramon Waterfall Cottage
Sitting high on a ridge overlooking 
the valley and waterfall is Bramon’s 
characterful wooden cottage, an 
affordable four-sleeper option.


